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newspapers are- extensively usied as the "pr^aary source 
aateri^al in all classes a€ Eaerson Si em en t at y School, Granite City, 
Iliinoift. Textbooks and-othtyp re'sources are u^ed to supplement, the - 
daily issues of the St. Louis Globe-Democrat- received at the school. 
Learning activities and the role of the newspaper vary .in each 
classroom. The newspaper's, use is limited only by the teacher»s 
imagination. iTeachers sometiae^ use the newspaper as a ,aa jojr 
instructional tool while. at other tiaes they use it as an enrichaent 
and motivational technique. Students use all aspects of the newspaper 
from headlines to advertisements,/ sports sfiit^stics, and current 
articles. For exaayple, a nuaber of students in a fifth grade* class 
play the market each day. A Trans world Airline advert^is^aent is used 
in kindergarden classes to identify airlines that are alike and those 
that are different. A priaary qrbup uses the' ^aae ad for studying 
arrival and departure times a«d drawing the times on faces of clocks.' 
Special education, music, and art teachers ilso find the newspaper 
useful. An evaluati'ion of the. prograa indicates that it is successful. 
Using the information presented, interested teachers- can ^apt this 
programinto their own curriculum. (Author/JR) >^ 

■ .■• ■ ■■■■ ■ . • - ^ - k S ^ 
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Newspaper In the 




^ietinc; dot^ with a cup of coffee^ and « newspaper ia not jfusfc a relaxing May 
tb start the day fot teac/ierji at Bmerson riement<iry ScHool in Granite City, 
Illinois, Whiie Fmer^on ti^achers read the morning news, thexf are also formulating 
plana for teaching ^heir classes that day* lessons, activities , and assignments 
are all inspired by whdt thet} find in the paper* When the first bell rings^ <^e 
teachers are ready with a fresh, timely curriculum for their students. 

incorporating 'the nei^spajoer into olassroom teaching is not a new idea, but\ 
most schools use newspapers pnly to enrich textbook teaching. At Emerson the 
newspaper is the primary sojirce material t textbooks and other resources are used 
]to supl^ement ti^e ^aiiy issues of the Sc. Louia GIobe«-Damocirat received at the 
school* , ■ ' s * 

•In t;je two year? Newspaper in the Classroom, NXC, ♦has been used at Srnrson, 
the approach haS gained wide favor among teachers ^ studelkts, Md parents. Alfred J 
»ilsi)n, Emerson^s principal, cites improved student attitudes, *2>etter attendance, 
^ reduced discipline problems, enriched curriculum, and incKoased student^parent 
, dialogue as result^ of the filC program. > , • \, ^ o. * ^ ' • 

NEWSPAPERS IN EMERSON CLASSROOMS^ . - ' ^. * 

While ^he concept of using newspapers in the classroom seems simple at first 
glance, implementing the practice ^n a day-to-day basis is more complex, ^t 
Qnerson the **te^tbooks** arrive each morning when some 330 <?io2?e-0emoerat news- 
papers are delivered to the school and distributed to classrboms* ^hia 'deliver> . 
^providea ^ newspaper for every student in grac^es K tWough 6« 
» As students come into the classroom, they pick up their copy of the paper^ 
and head for their ^desks. Mafty teaSi«rs gi^ students a l5 to 20 minute free- 
. readfeg period to glance through" thi^ paper an'd read their favorite dectlons;^ 
teachers feel this routine encourages students to d^elop a habit of 'dally ^newa- 
pkpet reading. After iha freft-resding pisriod, class work begins. A'^tour of 
Emerson classrooms on . a typical da>bVould demonstrate the variety and creativity « 
fostered by the NIC approach* ^ 

In the kindergarten ^lass, both teach^ and pupils i^re delighted to find a 
two-page T.W.A. advei;tisement featuring pictures of many ^irpl^es.. Klndergart- 
ners are given the task of identifying t^e planes that arS aflM^and those th%t 
are^ different. Children cut-out other pictureSi In uhe paper to%tudy -shapes. 
.The Ikrge-type headlines are used for finding alphabet letters aid counting 
numbers I There is a line drawing in. one Advertisement which makea^a good coloring 
pictured ' ' . ^ ' ' -.1 • ^ ' 

Primary grade youngsters are finding just as many fctiVi.tiea in their papers. 
Flrst«»grade* students who are able to read the headlines discover the rhyming 
words* "Jail** and '*bail«'* The teacher asks them to name other words that fit the 
rhyming sequence. Second graders are practicing writing their addreises and 
phone numbera by filling. in a coupon found in an advertisement* 

The palmary grade^ students are interested in the same T«W«A« advertisement 
used by the kindergartners, but they are studying the arrival ajftd departure tliaes 
in.tl^e ad. Youngaters draw the tines on th^ face ofja paper *cl(ick in a time- 
telling e)(ercli(e. Prices In a supermarket 4l6 make good addition 4nd subtraotion ^ 
problems. 

Teachers in the third and fourth grades know their pupils like the comic 
strips, so thev are using the comics for language arts lessons. One student says 
her favorite activity "is '"rewriting tie *bubbles» of the comics,** a Gaak which 
teaches both punctuation and wo^d usage* Students also Ipok^for contractions in 
advertisements, nouns in front-page/fillkdllnes, and verbs in the sporta^dWa. 

The multi-purpose T.W.A. advertisement is being used by the fiiiddle gradera 
^too. This time, the ad becomes a geography lesson ^s students locate the air- 
'^l^ne^s destination points on clasproom maps.^ 

The newspaper is full ot. current event topics. Social studies on this day 
includes a diecuas^on of drugs, a topic prompted by an artic^on the local drug 
er i<iLlon. A leaaon in 'consumer buying is coinblned with practice in math aa students 
use the prices quoted 'in local ada to determine the cost per unit of various ^ ^ 
items. Sports enthusiasts among the youngsters enjoy adding and aubtr acting * 
the columna of scores froA the weekejid football games. 

Fifth and sixth graders are interested In an article on the voting record of 
local congressmen and senators. They use^the statistics quoted in the article 
to draw cl^tcle graphs. A number of students have -developed a continuing interest 
In the stock market and use the newspaper's quotations to **play** th6 market each 
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Featuve colunns i^ft the pap^t, wheifl cut out^ and collected » provide a new kind 
textbook £or the 0tu4dntat The "Ask Andy" ^olumn st^ppliea atuticnta with* in» , 
fproation on acientific topics varying f tfoin hoi^ marble informed to apace ex- 
.ploration* .A daily health column exposes students to a vide range o£ health 
^ subjects. ^ , , . , . 0 

Older youngstera Jtre' quite interested ^'iH the political cart(^n they find on 
the editorial page. Tlie raaultlng'aaaignment'.is to wr'ite an essay on the meaniog 
of the cartoon. The task sends nany youngsters to their clasaroom resource t^xt«* 
. books to find mora information ou the political aignificance of the donkey and 
the elephant in tl\e picture* * ' ' 

Special Education atudents are not left out of the claaaroom newspaper pro* ^ 
gram* . In fact, their teacher finds'" the newapap^r very motivating for atudenta 
with learning problema; the 'newspaper represents "real life" to the students^ 
atid they at« proud to ose it. Tliey look up tiumbers to read titvii' dsily hofu<*) . 
scopesi an activity which not only helps them read nv^bera but also develops 
much needed handHiya coordination. Studenjfca alao raad the food' aec^ion and cut 
oat picturea to show how to plan a balanced' meal* 

Even art and muaic teachera find toe newspapi^r a source of much activity* A 
travel. article and photographiimAy inspire a budding artiat to recreate^ the 
^ ecena. A front page write-up on flooding cbnditiona in the Miaaiasippi valley 
« brings much more meaning to the ainging of "Old Han River."' 

Teachera at Steraon^find the poaaibilities for using the paper almoat end* 
leaa. The variety and diversity of learning activities provided in a, newapaper 
make each day a new challenge for students and* teachers Alike. The finerson 
staff feels the nikvspaper approach brings ^.spontaneity and timelinesa to' the' 
daaatoom which "textbooka can naver match*" <• 

. INITIATING THE Niq APPROACH * ^ •! , ! ^ ' 

The originator and prima mover behiftd th2 Newspdper in ^he. Clitssroom program* 
ia the principal, Al Wilaon« He actually* cbnfteived the i!dea some 12 years ago whatt 
he waa aVixth»grade teacher at another eley iftary .achfiiOl in Granite City. In 
' uaing newapapera aa a aupplinientary atfurce in;ais claaarpom teaehihg, Wilapn 
noticed the interest they •generated among i^udenta* and ""wondered if they^ could be 
put to more uaa. ^ L," , 

During the ISSSree^ achool year, Wilaon conduete^Aa contgrolled experiment to 
determiinviust how effective the newspaper traa i^ student achievement. For one 
. achool year Wilaon uaed the newapaper aa' the primary textbook for all aubjects 
aludied by hia aixth gradira; a control group of" sixth gradera uaed a traditional 
curriculum. At tha end of the year both grpfipa^were teat^ed wit^ jtha SRA Achieve** 
mant Teat. * * \ ^ . 

- - : The reaulta were impreaaive. The atudents uitng the neWspaper tested at an ' 
academic achievement level of* '6r9» sixth year, hirith month;; the atudenta in the. 
unexpoaed group. attained a level of 6*5. The diff^i^ence waa atatistiea^ly . 
significant. Broken down into sections, the tes^ tesults shotted the newspaper 
group "outacored their ceunterparta in social gtudi^a^ language arta» a^d .arith» 
^ metic« Th^e waa no difference in the groupa on reading acorear and .science ^ 
* waa only area in which the unexposed gpoup oltjtsepred the newspaper group. 
During the time, period atudied, the unexposed groUi^^a^ been ina^ructkd wi|;h edu* 
oational televiaion in their acience claaa. ^ • * « * 

^ Based on the resulta of this experiment, Wilaon maintained hia interest in ^ 
^>-m^concept ^f NIC after he became principal at &|^raon, a Title I school.^ In 
his fifth year^ aa the achool* s administrator, he proposed uaing \he niwapapet 
program on % school-wide baaia. . * # 

Wilaon jrecalla there waa some^ initial hesitancy on the part of the'^aff in 
undertakiing the program, but they agreed to give it a thtee-month trial. As it 
turned out, it took only three weeks for the teachers to become convinced of the 
programme effectiveness « "Since then," Wilson states ,\ "the success of the program 
haa depended on the staff *8 enthusiasm and creativity In using the concept." 

In selecting his ataff, Wilson chose people he felt wou^d be flexible and 
innovative. The base staff of 12, plus oth^r part-time employees, were all cre- 
ative in their own way before the Implementation of NIC. Kow each teacher adapts 
the newspaper approach to his students* needs and his. own style of teaching. > 
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PROGRAM EVALUATION ' - . , * • ^ • ' 

After two years the Eaerfoti ataff la pleaaei) with the reaulta of tfa^ HIC 
program* ' SRA atandardiaed tiata given to the atudenta laat apt^ng indicated that 
the avAraga a<;ore for each elaaa from kindergarten through the aiath grade eliowad 
an achievement gain of* a full year and <^ in aome caaee aa^much aa'a year and a half. 

Wilaon carefully' pointe out. that Emoraon atudenta did' not fare aa well on the 
Celifomia Teelt of Baaie^Sk^le given to all atudente in Granite City^t Firet and 
third gradere peered aa veil ae the cit:^ average i but fifth and aixth gradere did 
not. Thf Emireon etaff ia not certain how to account for the teet*a outcome. 

Teachare do feel that no teet can fully indicate the extent 'of learning goif^r^/ 
on at Emeraon • Daily reading of the n«wepaper haa given the etudente a remarkabla 
familiarity with current evente and the world around then. Aa expreaaed by Jack 
FanroWi a fourth grade teacher, "A teet doean*'t even know about tbea4 thinga.. Xt 
waa compiled four yeara before any of them happened." 

[ Stu^anta have alao gained in eelf-confidec(c«i^aa a reeult of their "real«*life*V = 
curriculum. One young man atatee, like doing math from the newapaper bacauea 
the problema.are raalt and we are doing the eame thing that grownupa are doing .'^ 
•Another aixth-grade yoittgater eaya, ''The neirapaper haa made me a better* etudentt.; ; 
becauae I now help a aeventh, grader with her homework." Wflmn doubte thia ia- 
really true b^ notea, "Xf aba thinka aha ia battel, then X^e^ewapapar ia ftavllig ^ 
a pqaitive raault," :^ ♦ \ ^ :^ 

. ttogchera and atudenta both feel, the nWapaper in the claearoom haa brought am 
anthuaiaam^Yor learning to Smeraon, an enthumem thet waa lacking bif ore the . 
. program vbegaa. On the few occaaiong when fKewapapere were not dellVered,} 8tu«t 
.denta voiced vigoroua complaL ta^ Even the hard-^tb-iwtivate etudente auch aa tba:')> 
mentatiy,. handicapped havtf raeponded well to the newapapar i<lM. Kary iteanar, : M 
apeclal education teacher* aaya her atudenta are Vexcited«1)ecauae each day their *^ 
textbook ia different." She adda, "Beliave gett^ing theee kide axcitad. about 
learning "ia ah accompliabmant." \ 

' How do pa^anta feel about the ^program? Judging from the lattere to thi 
•ditor in the local newapapar and peraonal feedbeck to faculty membera, thay arm 
.'m enthualaatic aa their children. One parent expreaaed her eupport by^jiaying^ 
^**HeaUlme haa taken , on a totally new dimenaion at our houae now* We ait and havV^g 
auch' intereatlng diacuaaiona, Xt haa brought our . family i^oaer tdgetbev M im y^:^ 
'aeam to communicate ao much more«" . ^ . - *i \M 

The progrem haa not been' in effect ^ong enough to thorbitghly evaluate atu*:.. 7'^^ 
.denta* adjuatment in junior high after leaving Eiiaraon. However* Intarvlewa / . 
with the Seventh (^ade teachare indicate that the Toner etutffnte are^ doing iiuita j^f 
well. One teachir notad that although aome 6t the (meraon atudenta were average y; 
in akilla, they were much broader in" their general knowledge and int#reeta than;- "'t 
other atudenta. ' . , ' ■ \ ^ . - ^.^—--^jj ' t -;^; 

NIC: % MAKING IT WORK * , • ' \ ' \ ^ • \ 

Aa word of Emeraon Va Newapapar* in the Claearoom approach ciz^i)iatep a>mg - 
aducatora, the ataf f . of the achool ia often naked to conduct Vcfirkahbpa for othe& 
teachare In the uae of HIC. During theae diacuaalonr Wilaon daaoribaa vhat ^t ^ 
takaa to liplament an NIC program in a achool. ^ ' ^. 

The firat requirement^ aa he aaea it, ia«a flexibltt Imaglnativa^ataff » A 
ataf f muat be open to the Idea of trying a new approach and be willing to give it 
a fair trial. In addition » the itaff muat •diapliy aome imagination in midiing tba 
^^program work. Uaing a daily newapapar rather than a textbook meana that long-" ; 
range leaaon plana cannot ob« drawn; what la taught depende on what tha Adrning , 
newapaper bringa. s 

While atreaaing apoAtaneity« Wiladn alap notea th^t learning a^^aoieraon ia . : 
not a "hit-or-miaa" aituation. Saaraoh^tieachera follow the gen^a^ curriculum 
gii^de iaaued by the city' a board of educationt and-they^o* uae textbooka, perhapa 
2^ percent of ^ha-ttoe. The major dif feretvce ia that «day-^o-day leaaon plana era 
laft flexible ao that the tim ely quali ty of the ^daily newepa^er can be^uttd in 
teaching basic knowledge. ^ ^. ; 

Wilaon acknowledgea that a dertain amount of individual teacher creativity da 
eeaential in the programt but ha alao feele that uaing the newapaper la in part an 
^acquired akill. In their workehopa Emeraon ataff membera ahow other teachare how 
to be alert to poeaible. leaeoh topica and activities. Teechera are told to aak : 
themeelves what akill they want to teach and to loots for material that teachee 
that ak'iU. . 
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. MHch fempha»i« ia platted on blending subject taattc,r. One article, utilized to 
it» fullest « ilay-b« U8«d to teach social studies, language arts, and math le^dns. 
With practice; teachers bwcome adept at using the newspaper approach. <, 

Another practical consideration in iwplementing NIC is ^proviaing the news- 
papers. It is essential that every child has his own paper on a «aily basis. At 
Eoerson the caoi?^-f)t'mocrat has f4'^iflhe'd the paper thk past two^ years *at a 
generous subscription ratf. Funding fo|r the subscriptions has Some- f rbm Title I 
resources and from- money saved by not buying worRbooka. The Emerson staff ^ 
found workbooks unnecessary when newspapers were used. * o 

In developing curriculua, the Bnersqn faculty relies primarily on the news- 
papei^t but they 'also incorporate othw types bf tnaterlals-^texta, resource books, 
audiovisuals— into their classes. The role of the newspaper in the Emerson 
curriculum varies. ,Sometime9 teachers use the newspaper as the. major Instruc- 
tional toof while .at other times it is used^'as enrichment and motivatlonalmater-^ 
lal. The^ Emerson staff believes this flexibility makes, the .newspaper a useful 
tool ixi any classroom situation. , * > ' 

^' • A ft^wspaper may be a .cdn*on, everyday part of our lives, hut as an educa-%^ 
tlonal vehicle its potential is Just being revealed at Emerson school. ' 
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ED 085*735 - An Evaluation of the Iowa "Newspapers ill the Classroom of a 
Free Society" Workshops and an Assessmeiw of the Impact of 
Newspaper Instruction. By Elbert PI ttervWgDan 1*1. JOS pp. 

' Oocumont available from University Mtcfof\£S^DlssertatIon 
Copt.^G, P.O* Box 1764^ Ann Arbor, Nilchlgan ^Order No. ' 

7>610, mlcrpfljm $4.00, xerography $10.0^1). Daniel reports 

- on *a study of wc^Jishops dosJgned to toach educators '^^the v^lue 

* ^ <5f using adylt newspapers as Ins+rudtlonat materials, and 

to train toachors In methods of usln'd. newspapers In their ^ 
teaching. . " > . ■ . , ,y 

ED 080 409 How To Use Dally ^Newspaperss How To Do It Ser1es» /Number 5. 

* • .ByJ^oward H. Cummlngs and Harry Bard. 7 pp. MF - $.75, 

^ ' HC - available from National Council for the Social Studies,. 

1201 Sixteenth Street, N.W„ Washington, O.C. 20036 •$.25. 
Suggestions on how to. use the newspaper In- the sqclal studies 
^classroom are given In this Instruction sheet. A brief. - 
selected bibllpgraphy Is Included. . 

ED 078 382 - The Newspaper ^s^an Instructional Medium. By Laura S. Johnson. 
> 11 pp. MF - $.75, HC - $1.50. This paper discusses two 
•<luestlons: (1) How can newspapers bo estabi Ished as ac- 
* ceptable classroom reading material^ In the^ secondary schools? 
- and (2) Why, until recently, have newspapers. been so little 
' used In the secondary schools? 

EO 077 992 - Evaluation of "A Newspaper In^Hy Classroom" Project at Secord 

School, 1972. By Marilyn Reld.. 18 pp. MF - $.75, HC - $1.50.. 
"A^Newspaper In My Classroom" project was conducted^y a 
flfth^S^^ade teacher 'with her class for four months • 'Results 

* of fhe study Indicate that the project.had ^eslrable ef- 

• fects on the students, . * 
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-for* further information I write: ' 

f^lfred W*lSon, Principal 
morson School 
0th and Benton Streets 
SJ^ranlte City, Illinois 62040 

«^lfred Wilson is currently writing 
Sft book which will be entitled 
^e. Upward Spiral. IX will be a 
,2f^w-to" book on using the Newspaper 
^n the Classroom approach. Wilson 
^d his staff are available' for work- 
jpshops. People interested in the book 
*^r the workshops can contact Wilson 
at the above address. 
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